XIV                               PREFACE.
At Tliehes I remained a week. At Esneh or
Latopolis, I met with the late lamented, and
most accomplished traveller, Mr. Burckhardt.
We remained together for three or fottr days,
scarcely absent from each other's sight For a
moment, and scarcely ever silent, so miich had
we to enquire of and to communicate to each
other. We separated, Mr. Burckhardt for the
Desert, and I to continue my course still up-
ward on the stream.
I reached the cataracts. The intelligence
received here of the wonderful monuments be-
yond this, determined me to pursue their traces
as far southward as they could be found. I pro-
cured another .boat and embarked. The temples
of Daboat, of Taefa, and Galabshee ; the quar-
ries and inscriptions of Gartaasy; the stupendous
cavern, with its alley of sphinxes, and colossal
statues at Garfeecy; and the highly-finished
sculptures of the beautiful temple of Dukkey,
rewarded the undertaking, and induced nie to
consider the monuments of Nubia as belonging
to a higher class of art than even those of
Egypt                                            -;.
I had received the first attack of an opthal-
mia on quitting Mr. Burckhardt, who himself
laboured under this disease at Esneh. I now,
however, became gradually blind; and as the
least glare of light was painful to me, even while